Needed: Three tree lights (flood lights on stands) and six regular flood lights.
Please sign your name on the sheet in the Gathering Area so we know we’ll have
them and bring them to the church no later than Dec. 15. PLEASE label your
lights!!!! THANK YOU!!!!

Live Nativity Planning Needs UPDATE
Friday, Dec. 17, and Sat. Dec. 18, are two very important nights for our church
and community. As you’ve heard, we are joining St. Paul and St. John Lutheran
churches in presenting a drive-through Live Nativity to share the joy of the Christmas story with our community. To make our presentation of the Old Testament
prophecies of the birth of Jesus happen, we will need:
—A minimum of 6, repeat 6, traffic control people EACH NIGHT (more if the temperatures tank, requiring people to work in shifts).
MANY able-bodied men and women to help hang lights and set up the staging
during the week of Dec. 13 and
This is really an opportunity for our Church Family to share the joys of Christmas
with our community while experiencing the fun of working together. It’s not really important WHAT you do, it’s important THAT you do something to make Christ
the King Lutheran Church a wonderful addition to this major holiday outreach.
Please sign the sheets in the Gathering Area so we’ll know we can count on YOU.
Blessings to you all. . . .

Operation Christmas Child: Complete!!! An enormous

thank you goes to all who so generously filled our shoeboxes to
make this project a total success. 88 shoeboxes were filled and
delivered to St. Paul Lutheran Church this past Monday. A huge
thank you also goes to the seven folks who loaded, transported, and
off loaded the boxes at St. Paul’s. (Many hands made light work. . .
.) The folks at St. Paul’s will put all of the shoeboxes gathered from
the Waseca Community into cartons (16 shoeboxes to a carton) and
will deliver those cartons to a hub in Mankato, where thousands of
cartons will be loaded onto a semi destined for a distribution center
in Minneapolis. There the shoeboxes will be scrutinized for unauthorized gifts and then packaged for distribution AROUND THE
WORLD. It is our joy to have taken part in this massive undertaking,
sharing the gift of the gospel and God’s love to thousands. Again,
THANK YOU for your part in being such a blessing to others!!!
Altar Paraments: The Advent paraments are blue, the color of HOPE. Advent is a season of anticipation, repentance,
and hope as we wait for the return of Jesus, our Savior. The symbol on the pulpit is of the Holy Family. The lectern symbol shows the angel announcing the birth of Christ - Savior of the world. The center symbol on the altar parament is of
the Advent candles; one for each of the four Sundays preceding Christmas, and the larger Christ candle in the middle Christ is born! The stars on each side remind us of the star that led the Wise Men to the Christ child.

Biblical Roots of Common Words and Phrases

Phrase:

“A Drop in the Bucket.”

Meaning:

Something Negligible or Insignificant.

Origins:
This phrase is found in the King James Version of the Bible: “Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of a balance.” (Isaiah 40:15) Stuck between the mighty pharaohs on one side,
and a succession of great Mesopotamian empires on the other, Israel was always destined to be a small fish in a big
and dangerous pond. By the middle of the sixth century BC, the Jewish kingdoms had been conquered repeatedly,
and a decent chunk of the population was living in painful exile in Babylon. Amid all this geopolitical gloom, the Book
of Isaiah had some words of comfort. Compared to God, says the prophet, “the nations are as a drop of a bucket,
and are counted as the small dust of the balance.” The last part of the phrase compares the nations to the fine dust
sitting on the pans of a balancing scale; that is, insignificant and nothing to be worried about.
(Clichés, by Christine Ammer and 12 Reader’s Digest Biblical Phrases)

Our Sunday School Christmas program will be
Sunday, December 12th during the 10:45 a.m. church
service. The practices will be on Sunday, December 5th and
12th during Sunday School.
We’re very excited about sharing this year’s Program with
you and hope you will attend.

Amazing Facts from our Quilters: During this past
year six to eight ladies have faithfully joined their talents and time in crafting a total of 270 quilts. These
quilts have all been given away to people on various
occasions, like baptisms, weddings, and graduations
and fifteen different organizations, including Bethlehem
Inn, the Veterans’ Hospital, the Salvation Army, and the
Ronald McDonald House in Rochester. Twenty five
quilts also went to our missionaries Fred and Wanda
Garcia. These faithful ladies meet every Tuesday from
about 10:00 am to 3:00 pm and invite you to join them
during all or part of that time, doing what you’d enjoy
doing, whether it’s cutting squares, ironing, tying, or
sewing. If you can’t work with them during the day,
you are invited to take material home to work on it
there. This is truly a ministry that quietly spreads the
gospel in unspoken ways. To God be the glory!
It’s Back!!!! More Food, Fun, and Fellowship!
The Annual (Adults Only) Progressive Dinner is coming this January!!!! This event will be held Saturday, Jan. 8, and will begin at 5:30 pm
with appetizers at the Easton’s. After enjoying those treats you will proceed to an assigned home where you will enjoy soup and salad. The evening will end with dessert at the church. If you host the Soup and Salad
course, you’ll only need to serve the beverage and those assigned to your
home will furnish the food. Others will sign up to bring either appetizers or
dessert. A sign up chart will be in the Gathering Area so you can check
your schedules and hopefully reserve the evening for your Christ the King
Family. It’s a wonderful way to get to know folks you may not get to visit
with otherwise. If you have any questions, please ask Debbie VanderHorst
(507-461-1668) or Naomi Easton (835-4748). Please join us for an
evening of hearty food, fun and fellowship! This is a last hurrah for Christmas and a new and improved way to usher in the New Year. Start your
anticipation now!!!

Christ the King Lutheran Church continues to host a Sunday morning
radio program where Pastor Larson delivers a sermon. This is a wonderful outreach overseen b the Evangelism Committee. The Evangelism Committee would like to ask you to prayerfully consider helping fund this outreach program. It’s $75.00 a week to have the program broadcasted. If
you would like to sponsor a week or month, or maybe give a few dollars to
go towards the fees, please put your donation labeled Evangelism Fund in
the offering plate or mail it to Christ the King Lutheran church. THANK YOU
SO MUCH for your support!

